
 
 
The Coalition for New Philanthropy is a groundbreaking initiative to advance philanthropy in 
African-American, Asian-American and Latino communities throughout the New York 
metropolitan region.  The Coalition was established by five institutions which collectively 
represent the leading philanthropy membership association in the region, the New York Regional 
Association of Grantmakers; a leading philanthropy research center, the Center on Philanthropy 
and Civil Society at The Graduate Center of the City University of New York; and three 
grantmaking ethnic funds with formal ties to over 125 nonprofit community organizations, the 
Asian American Federation of New York, the Hispanic Federation and The Twenty-First Century 
Foundation.  The Coalition partners bring distinct, but complementary skills and experience that 
connect the philanthropic, nonprofit, ethnic, academic and business worlds. 
 
As the African-American, Asian-American and Latino communities experience increased 
educational, professional and financial success, the Coalition for New Philanthropy was 
established to connect emerging wealth within these communities with community needs. The 
Coalition empowers African-American, Asian-American and Latino donors to increase the 
impact of individual and collective philanthropy and volunteerism, by providing them with the 
necessary tools, information and support so they can effectively address issues facing their 
respective communities.  The Coalition researches and draws upon cultural traditions and giving 
patterns in the African-American, Asian-American and Latino communities, and current thinking 
in the philanthropic field to achieve its goals. 
 
The Coalition is dedicated to promoting sustained and effective philanthropy in communities of 
color by connecting potential donors with nonprofit organizations, and building bonds between 
the business and nonprofit sectors.  The Coalition organizes workshops and seminars for donors, 
prospective donors and professional advisors, and has reached 62 ethnic associations and more 
than 5,800 people since its founding.  Currently, the Coalition is creating curriculum materials to 
education and advance philanthropy in communities of color nationwide; supporting the 
development of new donor vehicles to respond to the desire among donors of color for a sense of 
ownership and a stronger identity with the cause or nonprofit organization they support; and 
providing resources and workshops to professional advisors to increase their knowledge about 
charitable planning and the philanthropic and civic interests of clients of color. 
 
The Coalition also creates and disseminates knowledge about philanthropy by developing 
publications about charitable giving in communities of color; and conducting evaluations and 
research projects, and presenting these findings at conferences and workshops. The Coalition is 
currently undertaking a research study that is investigating giving patterns and trends among 
African-American, Asian-American and Latino communities in the metropolitan region.  
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Partner Profiles 
 
Asian American Federation of New York 
The Asian American Federation of New York is a not-for-profit leadership organization founded in 
1990 to help unite the city’s diverse Asian American communities by providing community services 
and identifying critical needs of Asian Americans.  The Federation offers management, financial and 
technical assistance to 35 member agencies and other emerging organizations as well as research 
publications and CIC information on Asian Americans to government officials and media outlets to 
increase awareness of community needs. The Federation also sponsors the Asian American 
Community Fund, which raises money from a variety of sources and disburses the funds through a 
professionally administered, competitive grant program. For more information, visit www.aafny.org. 
 
Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society 
The Graduate Center of The City University of New York 
The Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society (CPCS) focuses on giving, voluntarism, and nonprofit 
entrepreneurship by individual donors, foundations, and corporations in the United States and around the 
world.  Since its inception, CPCS has worked to highlight the philanthropic activities of different 
institutions and groups, with a particular emphasis on multiculturalism - the patterns of giving and 
voluntarism by different religious, ethnic, racial, gender, and economic groups. As reflected in its 
partnership in the Coalition for New Philanthropy, CPCS is committed to strengthening civil society 
through education, research, and leadership training. For more information, visit www.philanthropy.org. 
 
Hispanic Federation 
Established in 1990 by a group of Hispanic leaders, the Hispanic Federation (HF) is a membership 
organization of 87 Latino health and human services agencies in the New York metropolitan region.  
HF member agencies work in the areas of education, health, elderly services, childcare, HIV/AIDS, 
housing and economic development.  HF has been a leader in promoting philanthropy on a national 
level since 1996, with the establishment of the Latino Fund Collaborative.  In addition, in order to 
increase funding sources for its members, HF has developed programs such as the HELP grant writing 
service, the Individual Donor Development program, and the Latino Community Organization 
Resource Expansion (CORE) initiative, which has granted over $6 million to help Hispanic 
community-based agencies since 1993. For more information, visit www.hispanicfederation.org. 
 
New York Regional Association of Grantmakers 
Founded in 1979, the New York Regional Association of Grantmakers (NYRAG) is a nonprofit 
membership organization that promotes and supports the practice of effective philanthropy for the public 
good. NYRAG members comprise more than 270 public and private grantmakers in the metropolitan 
area, which is home to the largest concentration of philanthropic capital in the world, and contribute 
more than $3.5 billion in grants annually to thousands of nonprofit organizations. NYRAG provides 
professional development programs, peer networks, research reports that help professionals connect to 
each other and to experts in related fields.  Recognizing that philanthropy transcends economic status, 
race, class, ethnicity and identity, NYRAG is committed to expanding and diversifying philanthropy for 
the benefit of all communities.  For more information, visit www.nyrag.org. 
 
The Twenty-First Century Foundation 
Founded in 1971, The Twenty-First Century Foundation (21CF) is a national foundation and public 
charity that promotes African-American philanthropy, provides donor education, and makes grants to 
advance African-American community revitalization and youth development.  As one of the few 
endowed African-American foundations, 21CF has as its primary goals to provide resources to black 
community change organizations and to strengthen black philanthropy overall by fostering 
cooperation and strategic connections between black donors, grantees and leaders.  Since its inception, 
the Foundation has provided grant support to more than 300 black community-based organizations.  
For more information, visit www.21CF.org. 
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Regional Association of Grantmakers 
At a Glance: African-American Giving in the New York Metropolitan Region 

 
 
New-York-area, African-American individuals and communities have become more 
affluent in the last two decades. Key factors include: 

• African Americans make up nearly 16 percent of the regional population. 
• African Americans comprise 44 percent of the New York City residents of color who 

earn over $75K per year. 
• As of 1997, nearly 70,000 regional businesses were owned by African Americans, 

earning $4 billion. 
• About one in six households earning over $100,000 annually are African American. 
• According to the Chronicle of Philanthropy, African-American communities in the 

Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens give a higher percentage of their income than other urban 
communities nationally. 

 
There are strong traditions of African-American philanthropy going back many 
generations that influence contemporary giving, including: 

• Tithing and support of churches and other faith-based institutions are key philanthropic 
and charitable outlets. 

• Generous support of scholarship and education provide school aid and opportunity for 
black youth, and help maintain a network of Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) and the United Negro College Fund. 

• Direct giving provides important assistance to family, friends and community. 
• Civil rights and other social causes attract black philanthropic dollars. 

 
 
 

For more information, contact The Twenty-First Century Foundation at www.21CF.org. 
 

The Twenty-First Century Foundation (21CF) is a partner in the Coalition for New Philanthropy, 
a groundbreaking initiative to promote philanthropy in African-American, Asian-American and 
Latino communities throughout the metropolitan New York region.  21CF is a national foundation 
and public charity that promotes African-American philanthropy, provides donor education, and 
makes grants to advance African-American community revitalization and youth development. In 
addition to the 21CF, partners in the Coalition include the Asian American Federation of New 
York, the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society at The Graduate Center of The City University 
of New York, the Hispanic Federation, the New York Regional Association of Grantmakers, and 
The Twenty-First Century Foundation. Coalition activities include a variety of workshops and 
seminars for donors, prospective donors and professional advisors; evaluation and research 
studies that investigate giving patterns and trends among African-American, Latino and Asian-
American communities in the metropolitan region; the development of curriculum materials and 
other products to help advance philanthropy on a national level; and the creation of donor 
resources to foster the development of new philanthropic leaders from communities of color. 
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At a Glance: Asian-American Giving in the New York Metropolitan Region 

 
Asian Americans are an increasingly prevalent and important ethnic group in the New 
York region. 

• New York State is the second largest Asian-American market in the United States, with 
75 percent of the Asian population living in New York City. 

• Asians make up 10 percent of New York City’s total population, comprised of more than 
16 ethnic groups and speaking over 40 languages. 

• Asians are the fastest growing racial group in New York City, growing by 71 percent in 
the last decade, according to the 2000 U.S. Census. 

 
As Asians have increased in numbers, many have reached high levels of success. 

• Asians make up 24 percent of families of color in New York City earning over $75,000 a 
year; 15 percent of Asian households in New York City earn more than $100,000 a year. 

• As of 1997, Asian-American businesses were earning $24.7 billion in over 96,000 
locations in New York City. 

• Thirty-five percent of Asians own their own homes, above the New York City average of 
thirty percent. 

 
Some Asian-American cultural norms around giving include: 

• A long tradition of “informal” or “personal and direct” philanthropy, prioritizing aid for 
extended family members and ethnically similar communities. 

• Supporting economic success for immigrants through mutual aid and business or trade 
associations. 

• Cultural awareness and a sense of heritage and honor, including deep religious beliefs. 
• Care for both the elderly and the next generation, marked by selflessness and personal 

obligation. 
• Focus on social justice and human rights. 

 
For more information, contact the Asian American Federation of New York at 
www.aafny.org or (212) 344-5878.   
 
The Asian American Federation of New York (AAFNY) is a partner in the Coalition for New 
Philanthropy, a groundbreaking initiative to promote philanthropy in African-American, Asian-
American and Latino communities throughout the metropolitan New York region.  AAFNY is a 
not-for-profit leadership organization founded in 1990 to help unite the city’s diverse Asian 
American communities by providing community services and identifying critical needs.  In addition 
to the AAFNY, partners in the Coalition include the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society at 
The Graduate Center of The City University of New York, the Hispanic Federation, the New York 
Regional Association of Grantmakers, and The Twenty-First Century Foundation.  Coalition 
activities include a variety of workshops and seminars for donors, prospective donors and 
professional advisors; evaluation and research studies that investigate giving patterns and trends 
among African-American, Latino  and Asian-American communities in the metropolitan region; 
the development of curriculum materials and other products to help advance philanthropy on a 
national level; and the creation of donor resources to foster the development of new philanthropic 
leaders from communities of color. 
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At A Glance: Latino Giving in the New York Metropolitan Region 

 
Latinos are the largest ethnic population in the New York region. 

• The Latino population is the nation’s largest minority community and its growth currently 
outpaces all that of all other ethnic groups in the country; New York is the second-largest 
Latino market in the United States. 

• The Latino middle class has increased by 80 percent over the last 20 years. 
• Latinos are the largest ethnic population in the New York metro region, at 27 percent in New 

York City alone. 
• Thirty percent of New York City families of color that earn over $75,000 are Latino. 
• The purchasing power of Latinos in New York now stands at $54 billion and will rise to $71 

billion by 2007. 
• Affluent Latinos are apt to use a financial advisor. For example, 67 percent of high-net-worth 

Latinos report using one. 
 
Latino donors are immensely diverse, but their reasons for giving are consistent. 

• Latinos represent over 20 countries, and styles of giving are just as varied, but… 
• Important reasons for Latino charity are to give back to their country of origin and to 

accelerate opportunities for Latinos in the United States. 
• Hispanics do this by giving to religious organizations, family and extended family, and 

community and social service organizations that focus on issues affecting Latinos. 
• Fifty-nine percent of New York Latinos gave to charity in 2001; of these, 44 percent gave to 

churches. 
 
Latinos want to “grow” their philanthropy. 

• Latino donors prefer to give directly to causes rather than supporting endowments. 
• While the number of Latinos who give through recognized charitable vehicles such as 

community funds or endowments has risen in past decades, it lags in proportion to the 
number of potential Latino donors. 
• Latino donors who are already sophisticated in their giving practices would like to see 

more Latinos give more strategically and with more impact to support the needs of their 
growing community in the United States. 

 
For more information, contact the Hispanic Federation at www.hispanicfederation.org.   
 
The Hispanic Federation (HF) is a partner in the Coalition for New Philanthropy, a groundbreaking 
initiative to promote philanthropy in African-American, Asian-American and Latino communities 
throughout the metropolitan New York region.  Established in 1990, HF is a membership organization of 
87 Latino health and human services agencies in the New York metropolitan region.  In addition to HF, 
partners in the Coalition include the Asian American Federation of New York, the Center on Philanthropy 
and Civil Society at The Graduate Center of The City University of New York, the New York Regional 
Association of Grantmakers, and The Twenty-First Century Foundation.  Coalition activities include a 
variety of workshops and seminars for donors, prospective donors and professional advisors; evaluation 
and research studies that investigate giving patterns and trends among African-American, Latino and 
Asian-American communities in the metropolitan region; the development of curriculum materials and 
other products to help advance philanthropy on a national level; and the creation of donor resources to 
foster the development of new philanthropic leaders from communities of color. 
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